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A changed heart
Oxonian’s life bettered by helping others recover from Hurricane Harvey 
arold Wilson still sits next to his wife 
Ann in the sixth pew of Oxford’s First 
Baptist Church every Sunday, like al-
ways. He’s still dressed sharp, wearing 
pleated pants and a pocket square, like 
always. He still greets everyone with a 
smile and a wave, like always.
From the outside Wilson looks the same as always. 
Take a closer look, though. 
Until about a year ago, 76-year-old Wilson had always 
lived a life of comfort, wealth and ease. Then, he nearly 
lost it all.
He was working on the flowers in the garden with Ann, 
like they do most days, when he couldn’t feel his right leg 
anymore.
“It’s like it wasn’t there,” Wilson said. “I got up, hobbled 
around to the carport where Ann was and told her that 
something had happened, and I didn’t really know what 
it was.”
She handed him a soda in hopes that would help, but 
he couldn’t close his hand around the bottle and spilled it 
all over himself.
“I think I’ve had a stroke,” he said.
Within 10 minutes Wilson was in the emergency room. 
He would recover, and as he did, he began to think that 
maybe that stroke carried a message.
“God was really good to the Wilsons,” he said. “I jok-
ingly say this, but I am serious when I say it. I can talk. 
I can see. I can walk. I can think. I can do all the things 
I could do before I had the stroke, and most people who 
have strokes can’t do that.”
Wilson has marked that day on his internal calendar 
and circled it in red.
“It’s not about me, and the sad thing is when it takes 
you until you’re 70 years old to realize that,” Wilson said. 
“I thank God for the realization of it now.”
Despite he and his wife being loyal to the church all their 
lives, Wilson had been quietly wrestling with his faith for 
some time. After his stroke, he was planted more firmly in 
God’s word than ever and wanted to make it public.
So, he was baptized again.
“I remember thinking that if you can’t remember the 
day of your baptism and if you can’t have memories of the 
most special time in a Christian’s life, then you ought to 
do it again,” Wilson said.
Last August, Hurricane Harvey’s rain moved across 
southern Texas and didn’t stop for several days, washing 
away cars, seeping into homes and ruining everything in 
its soggy path.
Oxford’s First Baptist Church began sending cohorts of 
volunteers to help in Orange, Texas as soon as it could. 
But the town wouldn’t be fixed overnight. Recovering 
from a flood is difficult. It takes time. It takes money. It 
takes manpower.
Wilson wanted to help provide some of those things, 
but it took him a while to decide to volunteer himself to 
go.
“He got the idea, and he thought about it,” Ann said. 
“We talked about it. At first he really wanted to go, but 
then it was like he had to go. There was no stopping him.”
Wilson said he could hear God tell him, “Harold Wil-
son, get off your lazy butt and do something for someone 
LANA FERGUSON
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Harold Wilson (LEFT) and Lanny Shackelford (RIGHT) stand in front of Oxford’s First Baptist Church months after returning from volunteering together in 








Last week, the University of 
Mississippi received the NCAA 
Committee on Infractions’ 
(COI) response to its sanctions 
appeal. After some deliberation 
among university officials, that 
response was released Wednes-
day afternoon along with a list 
of actions Ole Miss plans to take 
in its second appeal.
The official response from the 
COI is essentially a rejection on 
all fronts of the initial appeal. 
The release states that every ar-
gument made by Ole Miss in its 
appeal is flawed and invalid.
“In challenging the two vi-
olations and the scope of the 
two penalties, Mississippi ig-
nores and attempts to second 
guess legislated standards. 
Its arguments fail,” states the 
COI’s response.
The university’s rebuttal 
takes a firm stance of opposition 
to the COI’s rejection of this 
initial appeal. Its table of 
contents includes section titles 
such as “The COI Provides No 
Explanation Why A Two-Year 
Postseason Ban Is Appropriate 
Where The Penalty Is Otherwise 
Contrary To Precedent,” 
and “The COI Conflates The 
Existence Of Violations With 
A Culture of Noncompliance, 
Turn down 
for what
SEE PAGE 5 FOR AN INSIDE 
LOOK AT CORY BLACKMON 
AND KIRTERIUS CORLEY, THE 
CASHIERS WHO HAVE GONE 
VIRAL FOR THE MUSIC THEY 
PLAY AT THE LAMAR POD. 
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If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.





B.S.M.e. in MecHanical 
engineering
“Modern Day Problem Solving 
Through Manufacturing and 
Engineering Techniques:  
Law Enforcement Tactics and 
Technology”





If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“Determination of the 
Chromosomal Position 
of Three Mutations Using 




Thad Cochran Room 3054
39786
B.S. in Biology






If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
Thursday, May 3
at 1:00 pm
Law Building Room 3027
39782
B.B.a. in economicS
Directed by Michele Alexandre
“Keeping Gideon’s 
Promise: An Evaluation 







If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“On Vulnerability: 
Distinguishing Differences 
Between Knights of Faith and 
Resignation in Kierkegaard’s 












If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
Thursday, May 3
at 1:00 pm
Faser Hall Room 217
39784
B.a. in Biology
Directed by Erin Holmes
“A Comprehensive 
Examination of the 






If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
Thursday, May 3
at 1:00 pm
Thad Cochran Room 105C
39781
B.a. in BiocHemiSTry
Directed by David Colby
“Technique for the 
Synthesis of Difluorinated 







If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
Thursday, May 3
at 12:00 pm
Croft Hall Room 305
39780
B.a. in inTernaTional 
STudieS, economicS
“We Never Said We’re 
Independent: Natural 
Resources, Nationalism, 
and Political Autonomy in 
Russia’s Regions” 




If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
Thursday, May 3
at 11:00 am





Directed by Laura Dixon
“Examination of  
Dental Distress and 
Anxiety-Related 
Vulnerability Factors”
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If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
Thursday, May 3
at 9:00 am





Directed by Babu Tekwani
“Evaluation of  






If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
Thursday, May 3
at 9:00 am
Holman Hall Room 230
39774
Directed by Gregory Snyder
“The Effects of 
Prosthetic Tactile 
Feedback on Persons 
Who Stutter”





If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
Thursday, May 3
at 10:30 am




Directed by Milorad Novicevic
“Risk Perceptions  








If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
Thursday, May 3
at 10:00 am
Trent Lott  
Conference Room
39777
Directed by Christian Sellar
“The Evolution of  
Trade and Labor Laws 
in China” 






If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“Patient Perceptions of 
Bilingualism in the  
Medical Profession:  








Directed by Felice Coles
Lavender Graduation celebrates LGBT students
The university is holding its 
third annual Lavender Grad-
uation Ceremony on May 4, 
giving LGBTQ students the 
opportunity to simultaneously 
celebrate their graduation and 
their community.
Ole Miss alumna Shan 
Williams has personally expe-
rienced the difference Laven-
der Graduation can make in 
graduates’ lives. 
“The Lavender Graduation 
was important to me because 
so very few parts of my inter-
sectional identity (are) repre-
sented at the institution,” Wil-
liams said. “Taking up space as 
a queer person in the Bible Belt 
South is important to me.”
The first Lavender Gradu-
ation was designed by Ronni 
Sanlo, director emeritus of 
the UCLA Lesbian Gay Bisex-
ual Transgender Center, to 
positively impact the lives of 
students like Williams. Sanlo, 
a lesbian, started the ceremony 
at the University of Michigan in 
1995 with three graduates.
Sanlo said she was encour-
aged to create this ceremony 
after being prevented from 
attending the graduations of 
her biological children because 
of her sexual orientation.
Now, Lavender Graduation is 
an annual ceremony conducted 
at more than 175 universities 
to honor lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer and ally 
students at both undergraduate 
and graduate levels and to ac-
knowledge their achievements 
and contributions to their re-
spective universities. Lavender 
Graduation is usually celebrat-
ed a week before a university’s 
commencement ceremony. 
The University of Mississippi 
held its first ceremony in May 
2016, following the lead of 
Louisiana State University, the 
University of Alabama and the 
University of Tennessee, all of 
which had already been con-
ducting Lavender Graduation 
ceremonies on their campuses 
for multiple years.
“The Center for Inclusion 
and Cross Cultural Engage-
ment and various diversity 
partners on campus recognized 
the need, as a flagship insti-
tution, for us to get on board 
with Lavender Graduation,” 
said Jaime Cantrell, program 
coordinator of the Center for 
Inclusion and Cross Cultur-
al Engagement. “I think it’s 
increasingly important for 
LGBTQ students in Mississippi 
to be celebrated and recognized 
for staying here in this place.”
The number of graduation 
ceremony attendees has more 





there were 12 
graduates in 2016 
and 17 in 2017. The 
2018 celebration 




graduates register for the 
ceremony by filling out an 
online form.
Cantrell said she is already 
looking forward to how next 
year’s 2019 celebration will 
turn out, because the under-
graduates honored that year 
will be part of the class whose 
freshman year’s terminus 
coincided with Ole Miss’ first 
Lavender Graduation.
Chancellor Vitter will speak 
at the event for the first time 
this year. Adam Sullivan, the 
Center for Inclusion and Cross 
Cultural Engagement’s LGBTQ 
Programming and Initiatives 
graduate assistant, said the 
chancellor’s appearance will be 
exciting.
“We’re very fortunate to have 
him this year,” Sullivan said.
Other speakers this year 
include graduating students 
Regan Willis and Malik 
Pridgeon, who are the outgo-
ing presidents of UM Pride 
Network and Queer People of 
Color, respectively.
Students participating in 
Lavender Graduation will 
receive a lavender cord and a 
certificate. 
“I am thrilled to be involved 
with Lavender Graduation,” 
Willis said. “It means a lot that 
the university has put together 
a ceremony to recognize and 
celebrate the diversity of (the) 
University of Mississippi stu-
dent body.”
As a transgender man, this 
graduation means the world to 
Willis because it allows him to 
be himself during a milestone 
in his life.
“Lavender Graduation is a 
graduation ceremony where I 
can be myself. My family will 
be at commencement, and I 
will be expected to dress and 
act in ways that don’t match 
who I am as a person,” Willis 
said. “Having a Lavender 
Graduation gives me the 
place to feel welcome 










fies as bisexual, 
is getting her de-
gree in general 




that Ole Miss 
is going in the 
right direction 
with inclusiveness.
“I think it’s really awesome 
that our school has something 
like Lavender Graduation. I 
have never heard (of) anything 
like it,” Mitchell said. “I think 
it really shows how our school 
is taking steps, though they are 
small, to being a more inclusive 
university.”
The ceremony will begin 
at 4:00 p.m. Friday in the 
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other than yourself.”
So, in early September, 
roughly a month after Harvey 
hit, Wilson traveled with anoth-
er volunteer, Lanny Shackel-
ford, to the small refinery town 
in Texas’ southeast corner.
They spent five straight days 
working in the hot Texas sun 
repairing a couple’s home 
during the daytime and sleep-
ing on FEMA mattresses in 
North Orange Baptist Church 
at night.
Shackelford, a construction 
veteran, was well-versed in 
mission work and rebuilding 
projects, but for Wilson it was 
all new.
Their project was to finish 
gutting a house. By the time 
they arrived, the homeowners 
had already begun tearing out 
wet sheetrock, cabinets and 
countertops and other bits and 
pieces. All of it would end up in 
a pile for a FEMA truck to even-
tually pick up and carry away.
“We were going to take these 
people’s life and put it out on 
the street,” Wilson said. “It was 
so totally, completely alien to 
anything I’d ever done.”
To his surprise, he excelled at 
the work he had to do.
One of his tasks was to cart 
waterlogged sheetrock from 
the couple’s carport to the ev-
er-growing pile on the street 
each time the wheelbarrow 
filled up.
The first time he did this, Wil-
son gripped the wheelbarrow’s 
handles and looked ahead. The 
pile was uphill.
“When I started up the hill, 
I thought, ‘I’m not going to be 
able to do this,’ and I just said, 
‘You know, God, if you want 
me to get this up the hill, I’ve 
got have a little help.’ So, all of 
a sudden I pushed it up the hill 
and then probably 50 times af-
ter that over the next five days,” 
Wilson said.
Every now and then, he 
would stop his work and take 
a photo with his phone. Strug-
gling to find the words to de-
scribe everything he was see-
ing and experiencing, Wilson 
hoped these images would help 
when he came back home and 
shared his story.
Those photos are still on his 
phone. Every time he has gone 
to delete older pictures, his fin-
ger pauses over them, but he 
keeps scrolling.
At the end of each day of vol-
unteering, Wilson would pace 
in the parking lot as he talked 
on the phone with Ann. After 
more than 55 years of mar-
riage, it’s hard to be away.
He cried every time she said, 
“Hello.” 
“She wanted me to explain 
to her why I was so emotional, 
and I couldn’t,” he said. “It was 
harder for her than (for) me be-
cause I couldn’t explain what we 
were going through - what we 
were seeing. She handled it like 
a trooper, like she always does.”
Wilson’s first night back in 
his own bed was spent toss-
ing and turning throughout 
the night. He couldn’t stop 
thinking of the piles of ruined 
belongings on the sides of the 
roads, the smell of the growing 
mold tingled in his nostrils and 
the faces of survivors burned 
into his mind.
Wilson’s work in Orange 
didn’t stop when he left. There 
was at least one more thing to 
check off his list.
The homeowners Wilson 
helped during his stay, John 
and Sybil Fortenberry, lead 
Calvary Baptist Church in 
Deweyville, Texas, just a few 
minutes up the road from 
their house. This was the 
second flood the church had 
recently experienced, and a 
lot was lost this time around, 
including their pews.
Wilson had to do some-
thing more to help them.
Wilson got back to Oxford 
on a Saturday night, and at 
church the next morning, he 
approached his pastor, Don 
Gann, about the trip. The 
conversation kept circling 
back to the Fortenberrys’ 
church, when missions pas-
tor Jeff Holeman walked up.
Holeman told Wilson 
the congregation had just 
raised money for a disaster 
relief fund and asked if he 
would want to give the mon-




“First Baptist Church of 
Oxford sent them every 
dime we had collected, and 
that got their church open 
and operating again,” Wil-
son said, with tears welling 
in his eyes. “I will remember 
that for my whole life.”
Gann said he saw a change 
in Wilson after his time in 
Orange.
“I think the thing that hap-
pened in Orange was that he 
really saw that he could do 
something to help people, and 
God really used him to do that,” 
Gann said. “There are oppor-
tunities to utilize the gifts and 
talents that God’s given you in 
a lot of different ways, and Har-
old is a great example of that. 
Harold’s not a construction guy 
or anything like that, so it’s not 
like he came in with a hammer 
on his belt or anything, but he 
was just willing to do it.”
Wilson said that, these days, 
he tries to do something every 
day to make the world a better 
place than it was before or say 
something to someone that will 
make them a better person.
So much so, he is went 
through training to become a 
full-time member of the Mis-
sissippi Baptist Disaster Relief 
team this month.
“He’s my hero,” Ann said. 
“He’s always been my hero. 
He’s not perfect, but that makes 
him a better hero, because you 
climb to become better, and he 
has. I am proud of him, and 
I wouldn’t trade him for any-
thing.”
That’s all Wilson has hoped 
for.
“First of all, I hope God 
can see the difference in 
Harold Wilson, and I hope 
my family can,” he said. “Be-
yond that, everybody can 
handle it on their own. I look 
at myself in the mirror, and I 
see a different person.”
HARVEY
continued from page 1 ‘‘
-Harold Wilson
PHOTO BY: MARLEE CRAWFORD
After homeowners ripped debris and memories away from their houses, they spray painted words such as “take me” on 
trash piles to let FEMA trucks know what to remove. The piles remained in neighborhoods weeks after Hurricane Harvey 
flooded Orange, Texas, in August. 
PHOTO BY: MARLEE CRAWFORD
Harold Wilson (RIGHT) holds a garbage bag for homeowner John Fortenberry (LEFT) to put ruined insulation in. Wilson was one of the volunteers helping 
Fortenberry gut his house during fall 2017 relief efforts in Orange, Texas.
SEE HARVEY.
THEDMONLINE.COM 
FOR MORE PHOTOS, 
VIDEOS AND OTHER 
INTERACTIVE CONTENT
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on the street. It 
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Bryant has its rotating globe 
and Ventress has its stained 
glass, but across the Grove 
from those buildings, Lamar 
Hall has become known for the 
loud, party music that bumps 
out of its POD market.
The small store known for 
selling snacks to students rush-
ing between classes also serves 
up music – everything from 
boy bands to classic soul to the 
latest trap music – through the 
three speakers hooked up be-
hind its counter.
The tunes that students, 
faculty, staff and visitors alike 
hear when they walk into the 
building are provided by the 
two cashiers at the Lamar 
POD, Cory Blackmon and Kir-
terius Corley, who typically 
goes by Scooter.
It is late one Monday morn-
ing, and Blackmon wears a 
black polo shirt embroidered 
with the POD logo while he 
scans purchases and swipes 
the cards of the slow trickle 
of POD customers. A driving 
trap beat serves as Blackmon’s 
soundtrack this morning.
The music, barely audible in 
the large lobby area outside of 
the POD, is quieter than usual.
“Oh, man, I would show you, 
but, I mean, normally it’s just 
loud enough that you can hear 
it out on this floor right here,” 
Blackmon said. “But some-
times you can hear it on the 
third floor.”
Blackmon said that all peo-
ple – from those relaxing on 
the first floor on up to those 
walking to their third floor 
classes – enjoy the music. Stu-
dents, several of whom have 
taken to social media to ex-
press their feelings about the 
music, are especially fond of 
the POD’s tunes.
In a post that went viral by 
campus standards, garnering 
193 retweets and 595 likes, 
marketing and corporate rela-
tions major Jenna Kollins (@
jennakollinzz) tweeted: “The 
Lamar pod workers don’t have 
to go that hard on the aux ev-
eryday but they do and I could 
never thank them enough for 
their service.”
Another student, journalism 
major Alexis Nicole Neely (@
sixelanicole), took to Twitter 
to ask her followers to “Name 
a more (flame emoji) aux than 
the one in the Lamar POD.”
A video of Blackmon and 
Corley singing to Frankie Bev-
erly’s “Before I Let Go” made 
its way around Ole Miss’ social 
media circle. Originally posted 
to Blackmon’s Snapchat story, 
the video was shared on April 9 
by @x_shamerica on Twitter, 
where it received 151 retweets 
and 229 likes.
A few days later, the video 
was posted on Instagram by 
Old Row Ole Miss (@oldrow-
rebs), a page that posts anony-
mous videos and photos most-
ly related to Greek life on Ole 
Miss’ campus. The video, cap-
tioned “Y’all know the Lamar 
POD stay lit because of these 
LIFESTYLES
39709
The men behind Lamar Hall’s internet-famous music
‘We had a cha-cha line in here’
LIAM NIEMAN
THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM
SEE LAMAR POD PAGE 6
Cory Blackmon greets a student at the POD Market in Lamar Hall. The Lamar POD serves snacks and drinks to students, 
faculty and staff.
PHOTO BY: SARAH LIESE
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Unfairly Penalizing The 
University Twice.”
“The COI abused its discre-
tion, departed from precedent, 
committed procedural errors, 
and reached factual conclu-
sions clearly contrary to the evi-
dence,” the Ole Miss response’s 
conclusion reads.
The Ole Miss appeal in ques-
tion was made in opposition 
to the 2018 postseason ban, 
recruiting penalties and the 
forced dissociation of booster 
Rebel Rags’ that came out of 
the NCAA charge for lack of 
institutional control. The COI’s 
response to Ole Miss was origi-
nally supposed to be turned in 
within 30 days of its notice of 
the school’s appeal. However, 
when the committee was not 
ready in March, it was granted 
an additional 30-day extension.
Wednesday’s release served 
as Ole Miss’ official announce-
ment that it has filed a response 
to the COI’s rejection of the ap-
peal. The basis of the univer-
sity’s rebuttal is that the COI 
abused its discretion in the of-
ficial response.
“In fact, the COI simply and 
dogmatically declares that the 
penalty is appropriate because 
the COI says so,” states the Ole 
Miss response. “The COI’s fail-
ure to explain why it decided to 
impose an additional postsea-
son ban year establishes that 
the COI abused its discretion.”
The university is claiming 
that the COI’s use of evidence 
from infractions cases dating 
back to 1986 and 1994 is insuf-
ficient in proving an “out-of-
control culture that has exist-
Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.
If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.
Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.
© 2013 KrazyDad.com
Sudoku #3
Intermediate Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 5
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Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numb rs 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL


























































































































































Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™ is open only 
to US residents 13+ with a Pizza Profile™ account 
who order online from participating Domino’s® 
locations. Point redemption only valid online at 
participating locations. *Limit: one order of $10 or 
more (excludes gratuities) per calendar day can 
earn points. For complete details visit dominos.com/
rewards. Any delivery charge is not a tip paid to 
driver. Drivers carry less than $20. ©2017 Domino’s 
IP Holder LLC. Domino’s®, Domino’s Pizza® and the 
modular logo are registered trademarks of Domino’s 
IP Holder LLC.
Join Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™ 
Loyalty Program and Earn a FREE PIZZA For 
Each Six $10 or More Qualifying Online Orders.
39643
CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S
SOLUTION TO 5.2.2018 PUZZLEACROSS
  1 Witty Bombeck
  5 Narrow inlets
  9 Now, in Nogales
14 “Stay” singer Lisa
15 ___ breve
16 Redbreast
17  Wishing won’t make 
___
18 Secluded spot
19 Form of lyrical poem
20  Sound-absorbing 
ceiling material
23 Comparison word







38 In spite of
42 Robt. ___
43  Penguin’s 
septentrional 
counterpart
44 Red fluorescent dye









62 Smell or fragrance
63 The Hilton, e.g.
64 French friends
65 Long time
66 This is only ___
67  Mariners can sail on 
seven of these
68 Sounds of disapproval
DOWN
  1  “East of Eden” 
director Kazan
  2 Campus mil. group
  3  You’ve Made ___ Very 
Happy
  4 Roughly
  5 Motley
  6  “Fighting” Big Ten 
team
  7 One of the Baldwins
  8 Capital of Yemen
  9 “Am not!” rejoinder
10 Driver’s invitation
11 Ancient Greek coin
12 Travel on




25 Covered on the inside








37  “Much ___ About 






47 Spain and Portugal
48 Coercion











60  When doubled, a 
dance
Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.
two,” has received over 21,000 
views and 2,000 likes.
Blackmon said that post 
marked the first time he and 
Corley truly went viral.
“After that day – the very 
next day – we had a cha-cha 
line in here,” Blackmon said.
As for the cashiers’ music 
choice, Blackmon said it varies 
from day to day.
“Most of the time, it’s just 
how we feel in the morning. If 
I come in and I’m a little turnt 
up still from the night before, 
I play some hip-hop or some 
old 2000s hip-hop,” Blackmon 
said. “Mostly it’s just how we 
feel when we come in – that’s 
the kind of vibe we roll with.”
Abby Carter, a senior polit-
ical science major, has visit-
ed the Lamar POD regularly 
throughout her time at the uni-
versity. She called Blackmon’s 
music “the single best Spotify 
playlist I have ever heard” and 
has been vocal on social media 
about her love for his and Cor-
ley’s song choices.
“Afroman? Check. Kodak? 
Check. Migos? Check. The oc-
casional ‘90s soft rock? Sur-
prisingly, check,” Carter said. 
“I am clearly a creature of 
habit, but so are the other La-
mar POD groupies I see every 
morning.”
Carter said she has noticed a 
slight decrease in the music’s 
volume since her freshman 
year, especially during the pe-
riod in which Blackmon ran a 
mobile POD on Business Row 
while the student union dining 
hall was still under construc-
tion. However, she also said 
that she has never heard any-
one complain about it.
“I think it offers kind of 
a mental break in the over-
whelming bubble of respon-
sibility that campus can be,” 
Carter said. “I can definitely 
say that one of the things I’ll 
miss the most next year will be 
my daily trips to the POD, but 
I know that Cory will keep it lit 
for posterity.”
However, not everyone en-
joys the music. According 
to Blackmon, one professor 
walked over to the POD and 
told him to turn the music 
down, and another contacted 
Lamar’s building mayor, who 
is a primary contact for facili-
ties services in the building.
“The building mayor comes 
down and she’ll at least tell us 
before it goes above our heads, 
and we appreciate her for that, 
we really do,” Blackmon said. 
“Because if it weren’t for her 
coming in with that warning, 
huh.”
Some professors who teach 
on the first floor of Lamar don’t 
see the music as a distraction. 
Among these is Matthew Mur-
ray, an anthropology profes-
sor who said that his class can 
barely hear the music despite 
being directly across from the 
POD.
“I don’t find it disturbing. 
I find it interesting,” Murray 
said. “It’s never disturbed my 
class.”
Brian Foster, a professor 
who studies the sociology of 
rap music and has an office 
in Lamar, said that he wasn’t 
surprised that professors have 
complained about the POD’s 
music. To Foster, the music is 
an example of the sociological 
concept of “placemaking.”
“It’s one of many examples 
of how black Americans set up 
shop, so to speak, and use our 
culture to make the places we 
inhabit comfortable and enjoy-
able and celebratory,” Foster 
said. “Even if it’s in a broader 
context that’s less-than-ideal 
for us.”
In response to the com-
plaints and because finals are 
coming up, Blackmon and Cor-
ley decided to turn the music’s 
volume down.
Just as they had done to cele-
brate the music, students post-
ed on social media about its 
absence. For instance, on April 
20, IMC major Sofia Cooper 
(@sofcooper) tweeted: “Some-
one complained about the La-
mar Pod music and Lamar was 
not Lamar today. A hush fell 
over the great edifice – I wasn’t 
sure where I was anymore.”
On Wednesday morning, 
Corley was playing rap music 
softly and joking around with 
students who were purchas-
ing bags of chips and debating 
whether to get lemonade or 
water.
Whether or not the Lamar 
POD goes back to full volume 
next semester, Blackmon and 
Corley don’t plan to stop bring-
ing their excitement and ener-
gy to the job any time soon.
LAMAR POD
continued from page 5 TWITTER 
REACTIONS
4 RETWEETS 
“The Lamar pod workers don’t have to 
go that hard on the aux everyday but 
they do and I could never thank them 
enough for their service.”
@JENNAKOLLINZZ:
193 RETWEETS 595 LIKES 
“Someone complained about the 
Lamar Pod music and Lamar was 
not Lamar today. A hush fell over the 
great edifice–I wasn’t sure where I was 
anymore.”
@SOFCOOPER:
2 RETWEETS 10 LIKES 
“The Lamar pod should be 21 and up.”
@_ABBYCARTER:
2 RETWEETS 22 LIKES 
1 LIKE
“Name a more  aux than the one in 
the Lamar POD.”
@SIXELANICOLE:
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Unfairly Penalizing The 
University Twice.”
“The COI abused its discre-
tion, departed from precedent, 
committed procedural errors, 
and reached factual conclu-
sions clearly contrary to the evi-
dence,” the Ole Miss response’s 
conclusion reads.
The Ole Miss appeal in ques-
tion was made in opposition 
to the 2018 postseason ban, 
recruiting penalties and the 
forced dissociation of booster 
Rebel Rags’ that came out of 
the NCAA charge for lack of 
institutional control. The COI’s 
response to Ole Miss was origi-
nally supposed to be turned in 
within 30 days of its notice of 
the school’s appeal. However, 
when the committee was not 
ready in March, it was granted 
an additional 30-day extension.
Wednesday’s release served 
as Ole Miss’ official announce-
ment that it has filed a response 
to the COI’s rejection of the ap-
peal. The basis of the univer-
sity’s rebuttal is that the COI 
abused its discretion in the of-
ficial response.
“In fact, the COI simply and 
dogmatically declares that the 
penalty is appropriate because 
the COI says so,” states the Ole 
Miss response. “The COI’s fail-
ure to explain why it decided to 
impose an additional postsea-
son ban year establishes that 
the COI abused its discretion.”
The university is claiming 
that the COI’s use of evidence 
from infractions cases dating 
back to 1986 and 1994 is insuf-
ficient in proving an “out-of-
control culture that has exist-
ed for decades” within the Ole 
Miss program.
Ole Miss is claiming that the 
COI failed to point to any other 
cases where “decades-old in-
fractions decisions have been 
used against an institution.”
“Under this standard, every 
NCAA member, once sanc-
tioned, would be subject to en-
hanced penalties forever,” the 
Ole Miss response reads. “In 
the face of the University’s ini-
tial submission, the COI’s only 
response is to ignore the over-
whelming amount of precedent 
that runs counter to its conduct 
in this case. The COI’s silence 
speaks volumes.”
Now that Ole Miss has re-
sponded to the COI and an-
nounced the four points it 
seeks to appeal (the additional 
postseason ban, limitations on 
campus visits and two factual 
findings), the process’s timeline 
becomes more transparent.
In contrast to the 30 days the 
COI was given at the start of the 
appeals process, the commit-
tee will have only 10 days from 
the time it received Ole Miss’ 
response to respond again in 
writing. Ole Miss will then have 
to attend another hearing in 
front of the Infractions Appeals 
Committee.
HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL



























































































































































LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH 
townhouse with W/ D, water, and ca-
ble included. No pets. 1 year lease. 
Quiet atmosphere. Deposit required. 
Call (662)234-0000 
TIRED OF ROOMMATES? 1 bed-
room 1 bath w/ study. 2950 S. Lamar. 
Single occupancy Ole Miss student 
only! $510 (662)832-0117 
PEACEFUL COUNTRY SETTING 
2.5 miles to square. 1 BDR 1 bath du-
plex, major appliances included $515 
(662)832-0117 
HOUSE FOR RENT
3 BDR 2.5 BATH IN EAGLE POINT 2 
car garage, fenced in back yard, gas 
fire place, many amenities. $1,200 
(662)832-0117 
MANY HOUSES AVAILABLE www. 
RentOxfordOnline.com 
CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day 
in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds 
on classified ads once published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or 
questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, 
visit: http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
GREAT LOCATION! 217B S. 17th. 
2BDR, 1 Bath with study. Major ap-
pliances included. $770 month. 662-
832-0117. 
CONDO FOR RENT
4 BEDROOM CONDO 4 bedroom 2 
bath Turnberry condo fully furnished 
or will consider leasing unfurnished 
available for fall $1500/ month in-
cludes Cable/ Internet. (662)473-6375 
TURNBERRY CONDO 3 BR, 2 BA, 
Gated/ Pool. W/ D. Internet/ Cable. 
$1300. Avail July. 901-262-1855 
ESPLANADE RIDGE CONDO FOR 
RENT 2 bedroom, 2.5 bath condo; 
$1300/ month. Cable/ internet includ-
ed. No pets/ no smoking. Great loca-
tion! Available 08/2018. Call/ text for 
more info. (662)538-8104 
SPACIOUS 2 BEDROOM 2.5 BATH 
1 miles to campus. Quarter Condos. 
Major appliances, water/ sanitation 
included. Gas fireplace, 2 car carport, 
$880 month (662)832-0117 
SPACIOUS 3BR/3BATH CONDO 
(1406 ft≤) close to UM. Fireplace, 
washer/ dryer, water, sewage, gar-
bage included. Available 8/1/2018. No 






If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
“The Creation and 
Characterization of Vaccines 
Expressing the Pre-membrane 
and Glycoproteins E Antigens 
of the West Nile Virus”
Thursday, May 3
at 3:00 pm
Shoemaker Hall Room 219
29402
B.a. in Biology






If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
Thursday, May 3
at 5:00 pm
 Guyton Hall Room 215
39789
B.a.ed. in MaTHeMaTicS 
educaTion
Directed by Joel Amidon
“Philosophies in Action: 
An Analytical and 





If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.
The defense is open to the public.
Thursday, May 3
at 4:00 pm




Directed by Joel Amidon
“The Path to Math: 







If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.















If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 
662-915-7266.





Directed by Marcos Mendoza
“The Politics  
of the  
Yasuní-ITT Initiative”
B.a. in inTernaTional 
STudieS, SPaniSH
NCAA
continued from page 1
FILE PHOTO: BILLY SCHUERMAN
Ross Bjork looks to the side of the room as he explains the grievances he has with the NCAA and the COI ruling. The NCAA accepted all sanctions Ole Miss imposed 
on itself and added an additional bowl game ban.
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C O M M E N C E M E N T
2018
Commencement.olemiss.edu
• Tuesday, May 8 from 9:00 am-4:00 pm at the Tad Smith Coliseum Concourse
• Wednesday, May 9 from 9:00 am-4:00 pm at the Tad Smith Coliseum Concourse
• Thursday, May 10 from 9:00 am-6:00 pm at the Tad Smith Coliseum Concourse
• Friday, May 11 from 9:00 am-4:00 pm at the Tad Smith Coliseum Concourse
• Saturday, May 12 from 7:30 am-9:00 am at the Jackson Avenue Center (JAC)
The week of Commencement, pick up your cap and gowns
 during the following hours:
34300
Four-star forward Rodney 
Howard became the first 
member of the 2019 class to 
verbally commit to Ole Miss 
on Tuesday. Howard is Ker-
mit Davis’ second four-star 
recruit since he was hired as 
the Rebels’ head coach.
Despite having only two 
years of experience under 
his belt, Howard caught 
the attention of recruiters 
early on. The 6-foot-10 for-
ward from Roswell, Geor-
gia, received early offers 
from Chattanooga, Georgia, 
Middle Tennessee, Troy and 
many others, but ultimately 
chose Ole Miss.
Davis had been recruit-
ing Howard since June, 
when he was still Middle 
Tennessee’s head coach. 
Once Davis made the move 
to Ole Miss, he once again 
extended a scholarship to 
the Georgia native. After 
building relationships with 
members of the coaching 
staff and visiting the cam-
pus, Howard was quick to 
commit.
During his 2017-18 sea-
son at Centennial High 
School, Howard averaged 
11.7 points, 9.1 rebounds 
and 1.3 blocks per game to 
earn himself the No. 9 spot 
on 247Sports’ top 10 list of 
Georgia basketball players.
Howard, one of the fastest 
rising prospects in his class, 
is nationally ranked as the 
No. 114 player and the No. 
21 center.
The verbal commitment 
from Howard is the third 
commitment Davis has re-
ceived in a week’s time. 
The Rebels also added two 
members to the Class of 
2018 – small forward KJ 
Buffen and power forward 
Blake Hinson.
Buffen, a three-star pros-
pect from Gainesville, Geor-
gia, stands at 6-foot-6 and 
is the perfect size for his po-
sition. In the past, he led his 
team to a state title and was 
named player of the year 
for the region. Like How-
ard, Buffen also had several 
early offers, including ones 
from Middle Tennessee and 
Georgia Tech.
Four-star power forward 
Hinson, a Florida native 
who transferred to Sunrise 
Christian Academy in Kan-
sas, reclassified to the 2018 
class in March. Hinson, a 
6-foot-7 former football 
prospect and No. 84 player 
in the 2019 class, remains a 
top 100 player in this year’s 
class. Hinson averaged 15 
points per game and helped 
his high school climb to No. 
8 in the USA Today Super 
25 rankings.
Considering Hinson’s im-
pressive ball-handling skills 
and Buffen’s ability to de-
fend all five positions, the 
duo will likely prove to be 
assets for the Rebels.
Davis has worked hard 
to recruit valuable players, 
and it shows in the rank-
ings. The Ole Miss 2018 
class is ranked 53rd in the 
country and ninth in the 
SEC. Davis only has two 
scholarships remaining for 
the 2018 class, which also 
includes signees Brian Hal-
ums and Zach Naylor.
An eight-time conference 
coach of the year with 403 
career wins, Davis has been 
the head coach of the Rebels 
for less than two months’ 
time. Davis, a Mississippi 
native, is excited to be part 
of a prestigious basketball 
program in one of the best 
conferences in the country. 
These early commits are 
a sign that Davis is on the 




Kermit Davis picks up second four-star recruit
FILE PHOTO: MARLEE CRAWFORD
Kermit Davis talks about his first few weeks as head coach of men’s basketball 
at the Tuohy Center at the end of the 2017-18 season.
